Sir,

A 45-year-old woman, in American Society of Anesthesiologist physical status I, was scheduled for laparoscopic cholecystectomy at our hospital. After induction of anesthesia and neuromuscular blockade, the patient was mechanically ventilated. About 20 min after the start of the surgery, a burning smell was noted suggestive of burning of an electrical component. Suddenly, 1-ft-high flames were noted to emanate from the Datex Ohmeda Anesthesia Ventilator (7000, Datex-Ohmeda, Madison, WI, USA), mounted on Boyle Tec Anesthesia machine (Datex Ohmeda, Delhi, India). We immediately unhooked the anesthesia machine from the oxygen and nitrous oxide gas supply and disconnected the power cord. The patient\'s breathing circuit was disconnected from the machine and patient\'s lungs ventilated with help of a Bain\'s circuit connected to a wall-mounted oxygen bottle. The machine was wheeled out immediately and another machine from the opposite operating room, which fortunately was not in use, was wheeled in for anesthesia delivery. The fire was doused using carbon dioxide foam and dry sand. The surgery was continued and the patient had an uneventful recovery.

A hospital fire is a special situation because the patients in the hospitals are not capable of rescuing themselves unlike in other fire situations. Anesthesia workstations have been reported as sources of fire earlier.\[[@ref1]--[@ref5]\] Fumes emanating from an anesthesia ventilator, while it was undergoing checks, have been reported.\[[@ref5]\] In our case, machine power was switched on and all check procedures had been performed on the morning of the event. The machine had been checked again prior to this particular case. Although the event happened during the surgery, fortunately the patient remained safe. The ventilator itself was damaged, but the anesthesia workstation was unharmed \[Figures [1](#F1){ref-type="fig"} and [2](#F2){ref-type="fig"}\].
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